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My name is Shreya and I am a final year biomedical science student at the university of Sheffield. I am 
currently one of the research assistants working for The RARA Project in Sheffield. As a research 
assistant my role involves qualitative research analysis and participation in student engagement 
activities. I find both aspects of my work very interesting.  

For the qualitative research work I do in the project, my supervisor guides me and helps me prepare 
before I start my independent research work. I have periodic deadlines and tasks to work towards and 
we have meetings every few weeks, to make sure I am on the right track. The meetings also give me 
an opportunity to discuss my own interpretations and analysis of the data and is a great platform to 
combine ideas and understand different perspectives on the same pool of research data. I enjoy the 
balance of independent work and collaboration in the research side of my work. It helps me capitalise 
on my strengths in communication and interpersonal skills and at the same time helps me improve 
my organisational and time management skills, in terms of the independent style of working.  

The student engagement workshops have been very interesting and collaborative. We get to talk and 
find out about personal tutoring and attainment gaps from other students, from the same university. 
I am always surprised by the diverse perspectives, students have within the same department about 
the same issues. There is a very intense yet healthy discussion around the topics and we put in a lot 
of effort to create an atmosphere where students are comfortable to share their opinions on issues 
affecting the higher education sector. For me, its great place to meet new people and interact with 
them. I also leave the place more open minded and receptive to different ideas and opinions after the 
workshops.  

Working for RARA has helped me give more importance to issues that surround us on a day to day 
basis and has given me the ability to scrutinise and probe into matters that would otherwise just 
remain in conversation. Before joining RARA, I had spoken about personal tutoring many times with 
my course mates and flatmates and we have shared many of our experiences and even complained 
about them. However, it is interesting to know how an existing framework like personal tutoring, if 
used as an intervention, could be a very simple yet effective solution to narrow the attainment gap in 
universities. I can now better appreciate the importance of raising awareness through research and 
engagement. I am very glad to be part of such a project that is crucial in bringing change and raising 
awareness. In the few months I have been part of this project, I can already see the conversation 
around personal tutoring changing around me and I am sure we are headed the right way in terms of 
education policy and research in narrowing the attainment gap in the higher education sector.  

 

 

 

 

 


