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Make a zine,

Make a difference

Workshop



Workshop overview

Introduction to the RARA project, its goals and the team here today

Group exercise discussing:

Personal tutoring

Attainment

Your views/experiences

The alternative guide to personal tutoring – How to make a Zine

Zine making!



Meet the zine-team and workshop facilitators

Emma Sarah Karishma Chloe Shreya



Attention!

Information sheet (on your tables)

Anonymous opinion box

Discussion notes

Consent forms

Comments added to the opinion 

box are anonymous – therefore, 

they cannot be identified or 

removed once submitted



Project overview



A partnership of: Funded by:

Raising Awareness,

Raising Aspiration



Who we are…

University of Sheffield

10%

mouth
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A diverse coalition of 

universities dedicated 

to closing their 

attainment gaps and 

sharing best 

practice…

Source: TUOS analysis of UUK Universities/National HESA data



Narrowing the Gap –

What we know
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Graph: UK Universities – 5 Year profiling of Attainment Gap: % 

of BME students in the Student Body 

These gaps exist after controlling for prior 

attainment, therefore, they emerge once 

students enter university (Broecke & Nicholls, 

2006)

Access is important – but increasing access to 

create more diverse student bodies in itself 

doesn’t seem to automatically impact the gap. 

This would suggest the relationship goes 

deeper into the quality of pedagogical 

relationships with students and staff



What can make a 

difference?

Pedagogical* relations are shaped by 

inequalities of gender, race and class 

(Burke et al., 2013).

To impact BME students, staff must be 

empowered to develop relationships, built 

on sharing of responsibility with students 

(Stevenson, 2012).

Students want to get to know their Faculty, 

and prefer pastoral support delivered by 

academics (Thomas, 2012) 

Positive relationships (with staff & peers) 

influence student outcomes (Cousin & 

Cuerton, 2012)

“Staff are agents of change” for students 

(Mountford-Zimdars et al, 2015)
*Pedagogical (or pedagogy) is the discipline that 

deals with the theory and practice of teaching and 

how these influence student learning



Why Personal 

Tutoring?

Personal tutors can help students to feel 

that that they have someone on their 

course, who knows them, and is looking 

out for them in the following ways:

Successful tutor-tutee relationships 

may help to foster ‘belonging’

Discussing potential barriers to 

learning may help students to 

anticipate and access support early

Conversations with academics may 

support students to seek out further 

extra-curricular opportunities

An alternative 

guide to personal 

tutoring?



Questions?

Let’s continue the conversation;

@rara_tutor #raratutor

twitter.com/rara_tutor

Sign up for our mailing list:

www.raratutor.ac.uk 



Group

discussion



In your groups discuss… 

What is the role of a personal tutor?

Why do you have a personal tutor?

What can your personal tutor help with?

How do you meet with your personal tutor? 

Hint: your notes from these discussions may help you to 

develop the content of your zines



In your groups discuss…

What do you talk about with your personal tutor?

What happens in a meeting with your personal tutor?

What can you gain from being part of a tutor group?

What do you do if your personal tutor isn’t available?



In your groups discuss…

What is your understanding of an attainment gap?

Is it helpful to be aware of attainment gaps, and why?

How would you like to be informed about the work being 

done to tackle attainment gaps?

What can be done to narrow attainment gaps?





Zine 
/ziːn/ pronounced zeen

A small, self-published book or magazine, 
produced and distributed outside of mainstream 
publication.



1930’s

A Brief History…

From the late 90’s onwards, 
the development of 
technology and the rise of 
the Internet caused zine 
culture to flourish

There are now more zines 
online and offline than ever 
before.

1970/80’s1960’s 1990’s

Sometime around here, copy 
shops became more accessible



What to say?
There is no limit to what the 
content of a zine can be…

They can be:

Autobiographical

Fictional

Factual

Informative

Only words or only pictures



Over to you…

Think about the topics you were discussing earlier to build your ideas…

What do you think an alternative guide should include?

It’s time for you to get creative!

Use any of the materials that are on 
your tables and you can add more in
your own time.

Just bear in mind that the winning zine
will be photocopied – so 3D things like
pompoms or buttons aren’t as easy to 
photocopy.


